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Cambria Home is A Dream Come True

After six years, a family of nine is about to move into their Habitat for Humanity house.
By Kathe Tanner

ktanner@thetribunenews.com

Refugio “Cuca” Rocha was pregnant with her youngest child in 200 when her dream of home-ownership began to come true: Habitat for Humanity of San Luis Obispo had accepted her family’s application. 


That dream is expected to finally be realized when they move into their new home in Cambria, shortly after that child, Mariposa, celebrates her sixth birthday Tuesday. 


Cuca and Bobby Roach and their seven children joined officials and volunteers from the nonprofit housing group and its supporters of Alban Place in Cambria on Sunday, celebrating and dedicating the fourth Habitat for Humanity home in San Luis Obispo County. 


Cloudy skies and a cool breeze didn’t dampen the spirits of the shy but happy family or about 75 friends, family members, supporters and volunteers who helped build the house. 

The family is excited and grateful. But most of all, moving into their two-story, four bedroom home means “having more space,” Cuca Roach said with a laugh.

For 11 years, the family has lived in a tiny two-bedroom apartment in San Luis Obispo. 

The two eldest children, Brittany, 17, and Harley, 15, share one bedroom. Cuca and Bobby’s bedroom is the couch in the living room. 

The other children – Rainbow, 14, Esperanza, 11, Christiana, 7, Daniella, 10, and Mariposa – share the other bedroom.

Now Rainbow dreams of having her own room someday, or – more likely – “a room to share with one person.”

She showed off the family’s pride and joy Sunday, dancing through the kitchen.


“See how big it is!” she said. 

Rainbow also toured the upstairs, with its bedrooms and a sung common area “that we’ll probably use for home school,” she said.

The long road home


The Roach family applied soon after the Habitat for humanity program to provide homes for low-income families began in San Luis Obispo in 1997. 


Completing the new home has been “one of the longest projects we’ve ever had,” said Vallerie Steenson, the group’s co-executive director for San Luis Obispo County.


The nonprofit group’s volunteers had to finish building three homes in Paso Robles, get past building restrictions in water-short Cambria, obtain permits and design a house for a large family. 


Through it all, the family’s optimism and dedication to the project never wavered, said Susan Pyburn, the Roach family’s Habitat for Humanity partner for the project. “I cant imagine a more delightful and more worthy family. When my faith has flagged, they’ve been there to support and sustain me.”


Bobby and Harley Roach have invested far more than the housing group’s required 500 hours of “sweat equity” in building Habitat for Humanity’s Paso Robles houses and their own, Pyburn said.


Cuca Roach said she expects the two will continue investing time in the nonprofit group as volunteers, just as more than 85 professionals, real estate agents, Cuesta College and Cal Poly students, senior citizens and others did to help build the Roaches’ home. The Roaches will pay about $540 a month on a no-interest, 30-year, $122,000 mortgage to cover the cost of building the home. 


Habitat for Humanity will also hold a lien for the difference between the mortgage and the home’s market value.


Once the family has owned and lived in the home for 20 years, the nonprofit group begins forgiving the lien at a rate of 10% a year. After 30 years, the family would own the home outright.
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