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Professor Emeritus Ken Kohlen, 63, of San Luis Obispo died after a long, courageous battle with Myelodysplastic Syndrome, unrelenting inflammatory rheumatic disorders and unknown causes Sunday, Oct. 22, 2006. Ken loved life. He had unlimited energy to help others and share his wealth of knowledge about buildings and construction. He could fix anything. An adventurous traveler who loved talking to and meeting people, he traveled the globe. He enjoyed art, design sculpture, and sharing good food and wine with many loved family members and friends. He had plans for many more good times. Ken graduated from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, with a BS degree in architectural engineering in 1965 and a BA degree in architecture in 1966. During his student years at Cal Poly he served as AIA student president and was actively involved in building the Shell House in Poly Canyon. He received his MA in building science from Sheffield University, England in 1982. He held architecture licenses in three states. After graduating from Poly, he joined the Peace Corps where he served as city architect for the town of Barinas, Venezuela, from 1967-69. Ken spoke fluent Spanish. Later, he opened his own architectural design practice in addition to consulting as an expert witness on architectural forensics cases. In 1976, when Ken and his wife moved to SLO, he began teaching in the architecture department at Cal Poly, where he taught until his retirement in 2004. He coordinated the materials and construction curriculum, served as faculty advisor for the Danish International Studies Program, and assistant department head for five years. Ken was also the faculty advisor for Alpha Rho Chi, a fraternity for architecture students and received the great honor of being inducted to that fraternity. His brothers called him "Renaissance Man." Ken served as the faculty representative at the Washington Alexandria Architecture Consortium in Washington, D.C. While there he also taught for Catholic University of Maryland. He leaves behind the love of his life, Patti, wife of 34 years; his adored and cherished daughter Corinne; his loving sister Judy Lipton and her dear children, Megan and Noah Lipton, as well as other members of the extended family and loving friends. He was preceded in death by his parents Ben and Rose Kohlen. The family wishes to extend special thanks to Dr. Venturupalli of Cedars Sinai Medical Center who cared for Ken with unlimited patience, compassion and expertise. A memorial gathering in his honor will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 12, 2006, at the Architecture and Environmental Design Gallery, Building 5, Room 105, Cal Poly. Instead of flowers, please consider donating in Ken's name to The College of Architecture and Environmental Design, Cal Poly State University, One Grand Avenue, Bldg. 5. San Luis Obispo, CA, 93407. Funds will be utilized to provide a student scholarship for the Danish International Studies program and also to improve facilities of the hands-on support shop of the college that is used for student course projects.
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